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 Do you need to process or display PDF files?
	  Find out why you should be using IDRSolutions software  

 No Startxref found in last 1024 bytes opening file – what does this error message mean with a PDF file?
   December 20, 2012   44 sec read 
 
   
 A PDF file contains a couple of key pointers. One of them is a pointer to the start of the table which describes the structure of the PDF file. By convention, this is needs to be located in the last 1024 bytes of the  PDF file. So the error is that this cannot be found. The common reasons for this are:-
1. The PDF file is corrupt.  Does it open in Adobe Acrobat? You are streaming it as a byte stream?
2. The file is being read into a stream and the end bytes have not been read properly. Do you flush and close the stream?
3. The PDF is being read into a fixed buffer which is larger than the file and there is empty space at the end.
4. The is something odd in the PDF file and we need to tweak our parser. The PDF spec is not strictly enforced so Adobe Acrobat will often open files which do not meet the spec. We need to figure it out.
If you are streaming the PDF files a useful sanity check is to write the data back to a file and see if it still opens.
Are there any cryptic PDF messages you would like us to explain?
 

 
 Our software libraries allow you to
	  Convert PDF files to HTML  
	  Use PDF Forms in a web browser  
	  Convert PDF Documents to an image  
	  Work with PDF Documents in Java  
	  Read and write HEIC and other Image formats in Java 
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  « Integrating JavaFX with Swing: The JFXPanel

 How to set Z order of nodes in JavaFX »

 
 
 


        What is the best compression format for PDF? 
          Promil
 Oct 17, 2023  3 min read         
 
 

 
     5 ways to protect PDF files from copying 
          Mark Stephens
 Jul 26, 2023  1 min read         
 
 

 
     How to insert an image into a PDF 
 Recently, we released JPedal 2023.07 which contains the ability to insert images into PDF files. All you need is a copy of JPedal, a...          Jacob Collins
 Jul 7, 2023  18 sec read         
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